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Abstract

From the ages of Ayutthaya Kingdom to the early
Rattankosin era, Thais’ consumption behavior was relatively simplistic.
The Kingdom saw its first major change in consumption after Siam had
signed the Bowring Treaty which liberalized foreign trade. Nevertheless,
the change was only experienced among a small circle of elites. A
widespread and sudden change only occurred after the Siamese
revolution of 1932. Government’s policies based on leaders’ vision was
consistently enforced. Both formal and informal evidences for a few
decades after the first National Social and Economic Development Plan
was launched indicate consumerism has since predominated Thai society

until present time.
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