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Prisoners. Master thesis, M.Sc. (Applied Behavioral Science Research). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Dr.Sadhon

Bhookong. Pol.Lt.Col. Patchara Sinloyma.

The objectives of this research were to study the criminal process in homicide cases
as perceived by the death-sentenced prisoners at Bang Kwang Central Prison, Nonthaburi, to
study the criminal process from the initial to final stages according to the Supreme Court
Verdicts, and to study the criminal process as viewed by the officers partizipating in justice -
related departments. The data were collected from 5 death-sentenced prisoners who were
granted commutation, 6 officers working in the justice-related departments, using indepth
interview, and the Supreme Court verdicts of 19 cases.

The research findings are summarized as follows :

Most death—sentenced prisoners in this study learned to commit deviant acts by
engaging in violent acts and by doing wrong themselves. A factor that facilitated learning of
deviance was an inclination to use violence as means to solve all the problems they had.
There were variations of incidents leading to criminal acts, e.g.,murdering intended to avoid
the disclosure of one’s previous or exiting crime, to take revenge on someone, to commit
robbery, to replay someone for the benefits ever-received. After committing criminal acts,
some individual offenders turned themselves to the police in order to bring the case to court;
some were under arrest on the spot ; some were on the run from the police but were later
taken into custody. The offender’s criminal acts included not only murdering but also other
offense which could be punished in accordance with other sections of Thai Criminal Code.
Though all the death-sentenced prisoners were found to commit several different criminal acts,
finally, they would be convicted the most severe penalty for the most serious crimes. The
majority of the convicted murderers had been so far imprisoned not less than ten years. Most
of them did not agree with the final judgment of the courts. Among them three convicted
inmates had negative opinions towards the judgement process. After the Supreme Court
sentenced them to death penalty, the convicted persons would be sent to Area One of Bang
Kwang Central Prison. After a period of imprisonment, a transfer to other areas in Bang
Kwang Central Prison would be depend on each inmate’s choice as well as the officers ’s
consideration. The similar problems encounted by the inmates were those of adapting mentally
and physically themselves to the prison’s environments which were characterized by lack of

freedom.



In reference to 19 case’s verdicts , most prisoners had past records of being charged
with criminal offenses, ranging from misdemeanour to homicide. While being on trial for
murder, the defendants tried to disprove the allegations in various ways. For instance, they
denied that they were at the crime scene; that they knew other defendants. Or they argued
that the police made up the false evidences; that the existing evidences could not prove the
allegations. The investigators had to collect the relevant evidences that could lead to the
conclusive proof of the cases. There were two types of evidences used by the police, i.e.
human evidence and material evidence. The court eventully passed judgement based on
those collected evidences. According to the Supreme Court’'s verdicts, it was found that
nineteen defendants were sentenced to death by the First Court. One defendant was found no
guilty by the Appeal Court. However, all nineteen defendants were imposed the death
sentences by the Supreme Court.

Six officers working in the justice-related departments held different views on homicide
cases. These views could be classified into two categories: one relating to content of crime,
another relating to incidents of crime. Most officers paid little attentions to most homicide
cases until they entered into the careers with which they had to deal.They came to be aware
of homicide cases through mass media and through their duties. According to their views, the
offenders in homicide cases in the past tended to be the hoodlums who were daring as well
as generous and who were likely to lend a hand to the weak. At present, the situations were
much different. Currently, the criminals often turned to violent acts which culminated in killing.
The officers believed that the causes that drived persons to murder other persons were
psychological abnormality, influences of friends, temperamental acts, and personel revenge.
After being sentenced to death, the prisoners faced with the consequences in two ways: One
affected the inmates themselves .For instance, some convicts cried, some were fearful, some
suffered from depression, some thought of committing suicide, some treated it with
indifference as they used to have an experience of wrongdoings before. Another affected the
inmates’ families, i.e. For instance, members of their families, i.e. father, mother or relatives
were in distress after the offender’s conviction. Finally, with regard to solving the afore-
mentioned problems, the officers proposed that a training course on conscience, love, and
consciousness of other people’s loss should be held for the inmates. In addition, the parents
should have a great care of inculcating their child with morality as they were related in some

way to the offenders’ criminal behavior.
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