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Abstract

Legal law is a type of social norm, which is tremendously important, because it encourages the
feeling of safety in society. However, legal process may sometimes lead to wrong verdicts. In case
of “scapegoats”, the penalty may cause extreme loss to the scapegoats and their families. Some of
them may lose their lives during the punishment due to their physical conditions or death penalty.
Although death penalty has long been enforced as the most severe punishment in several countries,
this execution is surrounded by controversy and criticism. This article proposes a variety of related
psychological knowledge, for example; operant conditioning, social cognitive theory, belief in a
just world, forensic psychology, theory of aggression, and the other notions of behavioral science
perspective of human nature, in order to explain why the death penalty may not be the best practical
method for socialization process, and discuss the extent of the myth and reality of the effectiveness
of the death penalty, and its existence.
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