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Abstract

Marital quality is of foremost importance to family, youth and society. The present study aimed
at constructing three types of marital quality indicators such as : 1) multiple antecedent indicators, 2)
multiple consequential indicators, and 3) central indicator of marital quality. A dual study was carried
out. In Study |, 962 husbands or wives responded to a set of questionnaires. The results revealed that
those four psychological factors (i.e., intimacy, favorable attitudes towards spouse, perceived family-life
values and perceived family economic status) directly affected the level of marital relationship for both
the models of husband and wife. However, the amount of marital communication and negative marital
conflict management were shown to directly affect the level of marital relationship for the wife model
but not for the husband model. Thus these important factors became multiple antecedent indicators of
marital quality. In Study |l, parents and teenage children from 1,089 families participated. It was found
that the multiple consequential indicators of marital quality included the child’s good mental health (with
direct effect). There were five indirect indicators (four psychological indicators: psychosocial
development, future orientation, and internal locus of control; and two behavioral indicators: appropriate
friendship activities and non-aggressiveness) via perceived love and reasoning oriented child-rearing
practices, favorable attitudes towards parents, and perceived personal ability to manage parental
conflict. The perceived parental - relation indicator consisted of ten items , each accompanied by a six-
point rating scale in the tradition of the Summated Ratings Method. The measure was used to prove its
efficiency to classify risky families and children for assistance or protection. The implications for family

development were discussed.

Keywords : Multiple indicators of marital quality, Parent-child relations, Love-oriented and
reasoning-oriented child-rearing practices, Psychosocial development, Appropriate

friendship activities, Aggressiveness
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