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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the causes of unsuitable media consumption
behavior and to investigate the predictive factors of intellectual media consumption behavior of
undergraduate students in Bangkok. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were used. The
qualitative method in this research was in-depth interviews and focus group. The interviewed key
informants consisted of 1) scholars from the field of communication arts and psycho-behavioral
science 2) persons who involved in child and adolescent development from public and private
organizations 3) undergraduate students of universities in Bangkok. In terms of the quantitative
method, the samples consisted of 481 undergraduate students in Bangkok. They were selected via
multi - stage random sampling. The data were collected by questionnaires. Statistical methods used to
analyze data were Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and Stepwise Multiple regression.
The results indicated some important the personal factors, like students lacking in media literacy,
awareness of media effect ,inquiry and self control. In terms of social factors, students were induced to
consume unsuitable media by peer group and were unsuitably socialized by family. Educational
institutes didn’t support to develop students’ media literacy and thinking skill system. Media producers
lacked ethics. Besides, entrepreneurs and government officers lacked social responsibility. All together,
media literacy, self control, inquiry and influence of peer group, were the co-predictors of
undergraduate students’ intellectual media consumption behavior that could be predictable at 40.0

percent, with statistical significance at the .001 level.
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