Sexudlities Related to AIDS Policy
and Programs: A Discourse Analysis’

Bang-on Thepthien**
Sadhon Bhukong ***
Wiladlak Chuawanlee ****
Anan Ganjanapan *****

Abstract

The study of sexualities on AIDS policy and programs was a qualitative research. It aimed to
understand the sexual discourse that related to the dimension of social, behavior and language by
using discourse analysis, and to explore the sexual discourse that made the viewpoint, thought,
opinion, belief, knowledge and meaning which related to the government AIDS workers (GO) and non-
government AIDS workers (NGOs) that might effect to the critical policy of the conduct. The research
comprised of 2 main parts: 1) the document data came from the preventive and national AIDS solving
plan; 2) the focus group discussion of 19 persons of ones who related to the AIDS problem in the
policy position, actors and experts of GO and NGO workers. The finding of documents found that
sexual discourse from medical - epidemiology approach were covered and limited the definition and the
meaning of Thai sexual society. These discourses made labeling and impressions to the public that
related to the AIDS and sexuality, emphatic myth and reproduce for extending the meaning by religious
and moral discourse to the risky behavior. It includes the government developmental thought that
makes the AIDS like the enemy or criminal that destroys the security of the people in the country.
From 1997 onward the human right discourse gained importance, but the science discourse, the
epidemiology and government developmental discourse declined. Overall, clearly dominant role of
government toward sexuality reflects from policy and intervention of AIDS program and tries to control
value and sexual behavior of people in Thai society in the way of correction and promoting good norm
in the society. So it made up the gap between sexual discourse on policy and sexual behavior in Thai
society. Therefore the specification on policy need to encourage participation in the policy on AIDS
issue, which has many dimensions, complicate thought more than done that was easy and declined the

complication in Thai society.
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