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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to develop the elementary teachers’ reflective thinking and
teaching behaviors toward child-centered approach, and to develop a model of teaching behaviors emphasize
on child-centered approach using participatory action research. The participants were the administrator, the
head of academic department and the Mathematic teachers at Ban Ton Prong School, Trang Educational
Service Area Office 2. The research instruments were the semi-structure interview form for recording the
data on reflective thinking, the questionnaire for teaching behaviors emphasize on child-centered approach,
and the questionnaire of students satisfaction toward teaching behaviors. The quantitative data were analyzed
using the Wilcoxon T Test for Two Related Samples. The qualitative data were analyzed using content
analysis. Research findings were as follows: 1) After using PAR technique for developing reflective
thinking, the teachers’ reflective thinking was significantly higher at the 05 level. 2) After using PAR
technique for developing reflective thinking, the teachers’ teaching behaviors emphasized on child - centered
approach was significantly higher at .05 the level. 3)The model of developing on teaching behaviors
emphasized child -centered approach comprise of 3 components as follows: 1) the principles for teacher
development consist of 4 characteristics ; school based-training for in-service teacher development, building
collaborative participants , self-development by reflective teaching, and reflecting their own learning
experiences or master teacher. 2) the process compose of 3 cycles, the first cycle was promoting the
concepts child - centered approach, the second cycle was to develop reflective thinking for changing teaching
behaviors, and the third cycle was to construct innovation of teaching behaviors emphasized on child -
centered approach and 3) Three phases evaluation: before, during and after using the model development of

teaching behaviors emphasize on child-centered approach.

Key words: reflective thinking, teaching behaviors of child-centered approach
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