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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the relationships between social psychological
factors related to self— directed learning , to discover the predictive factors of self — directed learning
and to compare student’s self — directed learning classified by fields of study. The samples in this
research consisted of 360 360 class 2 students at Srinakharinwirot University from every faculty during
the 2005 academic year. The independent variables were psychological factors, such as intrinsic
motivation, perceived self — efficacy, readiness of self-directed learning, attitude toward self — directed
learning and social factors, such as family factors and university factors. The instrument was 12
parts of questionnaire. Statistical Methods that used to analyze data were Pearson Product Moment
Correlation Coefficient, Stepwise Multiple regression analysis, One-Way ANOVA and Tukey. The
research results found that :

1. The psychological factors were intrinsic motivation, perceived self — efficacy,
readiness of self-directed learning and attitude toward self—directed learning had positive correlation
to student’s self-directed learning with statistical significance at the .01 level .

2. The social factors were family factors that had family relationship, learning modeling,
learning support and university factors that had facilitator of learning , peers relationship,
readiness of learning resource in Srinakharinwirot University had positive correlation to student’s
self-directed learning with statistical significance at the .01 level

3. The psychological factors, such as readiness of self-directed learning, perceived self
— efficacy, and social factors, such as learning modeling and facilitator of learning, all together
were the co — predictors of student’s self — directed learning that could be predictable 68.900 of
percentage with statistical significance at the .001 level.

4. The students who had studied in different fields of study, had different self — directed learning
with statistical significance at the .001 level. The students who had studied in the fields of
Science and Technology, had self — directed learning more than student who had studied in the fields

of Humanity and Social Science and fields of Health Science with statistical significance at the .05 level.
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