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Abstract

The intestinal parasitic infection cause many problems in health system of Thailand. These
diseases are still epidemic in several areas especially in the intensive population communities. The intestinal
parasitic infection could affect our health in both of direct and indirect pathway. Thus, to maintain good
health, regarding the intestinal parasitic infection, the most important ways to do are to promote preventive
behaviors and prevent an epidemic infection. The objectives of this study were to 1) determine the
preventive behaviors against intestinal parasitic infection, 2) analyze the relationships of preventive
behaviors against intestinal parasitic infection and factors affecting and 3) develop the causal model and
analyze factors including age, socioeconomic status, social support, internal-external health locus of
control, knowledge of intestinal parasites and attitude toward preventive behaviors against intestinal

parasitic infection.
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A number of 400 people, living in Khlong Toei Community , Bangkok, during January to May
2004 was randomly sampling by multistage method. Data were collected by the questionnaires with the
alpha reliability of 0.84. The demographic data and factors associated with the preventive behavior against
intestinal parasitic infection were analyzed by using descriptive statistic, the relationship among factors
by Pearson’s correlation. A causal model was established tested and modified by using path analysis.

The results of this study revealed that, non hygienic sanitary environments were found and the
preventive behavior against intestinal parasitic infection was in a middle level, X = 77.68. It was
significantly associated with most factors (p<0.05) excepted age and knowledge (p=>0.05). The goodness
of fit of the modified model had chi-square = 5.52, df = 4, p-value = 0.14, GFI = 0.99, AGFI = .94,
RMSEA = 0.06 and CN = 475.53. The model revealed that only the socioeconomic status and social
support had direct and indirect influences on the to the preventive behaviors. The overall factors could
predict the variation of preventive behaviors up to 11.00 percents.

The finding suggested that the community participation and organization involved, should help
promotion of preventive behaviors against intestinal parasitic infection among people in the Khlong Toei

community. In addition, further studies should include factors be able to predict the preventive behaviors.
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