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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: (1) to study the level of academic achievement, learning behavior,
and social support of students in the faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University, (2) to compare
academic achievement, learning behavior, and social support of students in terms of sex and major subject
differences, (3) to study the interaction effects of learning behavior and social support on academic
achievement, and (4) to predict academic achievement on the basis of learning behavior and social support.

The sample for this research included 294 sophomores who were studying in the academic year
20005 at the faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University and had already studied 5 general
education courses —TH 101: Language Skill 1, TH 102: Language Skill 2, EN 101: English 1, EN 102:
English 2, and LIS 101: Information Literacy Skills. The instruments for collecting data were (1) a
questionnaire on general personal background information-sex, major subject, and grade in each of the 5
courses, (2) 10 domains of learning scale: Attitude Scale, Motivation Scale, Time Management Scale,
Anxiety Scale, Concentration Scale, Information Processing Scale, Selecting Main Ideas Scale, Study Aids
Scale, Self Testing Scale, and Test Strategies Scale, and (3) 3 domains of social support questionnaire-
family, friend, and university. The statistical methods and procedures for analyzing data were, mean,
standard deviation, t-test, one way ANOVA, and Multiple Regression Analysis.

The main findings were as follows:

1. The students’ academic achievement as a whole was found to be at a rather good level; their

favorable attitude score on Attitude Scale was high, their moderate score on Time Management Scale, compared
to other domains, was relatively low; and their university’s social support was found to be at a moderate
level.

2. Female students were not significantly better than male students in academic achievement as a
whole and in each of the 5 general education courses, whereas female students were significantly higher
than male students at the .05 level in learning behavior as a whole and in some domains: attitude,
motivation, time management, concentration, selecting main ideas, study aids, and self testing. The results
also showed that female students received family’s social support and peer’s social support more than male
students at the .05 level.

3. A significant major subject difference at the .05 level was found in academic achievement as a
whole and in each of the 5 general education courses, but not found in their learning behavior and social

support.
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4. There was no significant interaction effect of learning behavior and social support on
academic achievement.
5. Motivation is only one domain of learning behavior that could significantly predict total

academic achievement at the .05 level.
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