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Abstract
 
 This research set out to 1) explore life history of death-sentenced female inmates particularly 
parts that can commitment of crime 2) investigate prison contexts and their influences on these 
inmates’ adaptation processes to death sentence and lastly 3) understand their inmates acceptance to 
death sentence. In this regard, qualitative methodology and tools are carefully used so as to obtain 
data. Individual in-depth interviews are conducted in a prison with 2 groups of key informants, that is, 
6 death-sentenced inmates, 5 relatives 
 It is found that inmates have in one way or another, quite extra ordinary life experiences which 
unfortunately made them more prone to being deceived and involved in criminal-related activities, 
most unwillingly. After living in prison and waiting anxiously for the execution to ocher, The prison 
contexts interpreted in terms of space, interaction, rules & regulations, activity and special events, 
play a vital roles in inmates adaptation to life in prison and death-sentence. Inmates have found their 
own ways to cope with the death to come and all seem to have gone through same stages of 
adaptation, 1) making sense of what happened, 2) negotiating the guilt 3) accepting the sentence in 
their own ways.  
 
Keyword : Context, Prison,  Inmate, Capital punishment, Adaptation processes, Criminology 
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