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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to understand a cultural inheritance process, to
understand the effect of a cultural inheritance of Thai Phuan community, and to find a pattern
for enhancing network of a local cultural inheritance that leads to the strength of the Thai
Phuan community. The area of this study was Thai Phuan community at Pak Phli district,
Nakorn Nayok province. The method of inquiry was qualitative methodology. Data were
gathered by in-depth interview and focus group discussion with community leaders, which were
both formal and informal leaders, and community members. Data were analyzed by content
analysis methods and presented in detailed descriptive form. The result of the study indicated
that a cultural inheritance process including seven essential steps: (1) building a shared
ideology within small group, (2) expanding into a large group and develop practices, (3)
reflecting by reviewing the past, reflecting the present, and looking for the future, (4) preparing
plans based on social capital, (5) taking action, (6) reflecting on action creatively, and (7)
transferring to the next generation. The effects of a cultural inheritance were: (1) changing in
individual, which consisted of: knowledge—to recognize and understand their roots, culture and
history; attitudes—to acknowledge the Thai Phuan culture; and practices—to cooperate in
cultural heritage conservation, (2) building collaborative networks including community networks,
inter-community networks, networks between community and government, and (3)
strengthening culture both explicit and harmony implicit within lifestyle. A pattern for enhancing
network of a local cultural inheritance that leads to the strength of the Thai Phuan community
was divided into three patterns: (1) horizontal pattern, (2) vertical pattern, and (3) blended
pattern. A practical recommendation from this study is that community should create a
mechanism for building cultural strength through cooperative process from all involved groups.
They could start from a small group with a shared ideology through learning and taking action
from generation to generation for achieving effective outcomes and making harmony with

lifestyle.
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