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Executive Summary

The research “Socialization System for Developing of Characteristics and Skills
in Agricultural Workforce: A Case Study of Nan Province,” arised from the needs to
develop the quality and capability human resource in the agricultural sector. The
emphasis of the project are to be on the developmental network from school to working
ages and the utilization of local resources materials, equipments, products, values and
local wisdom. Moreover community participated in learning to build knowledge, and
development of mental characteristics along with vocational skills is also the main focus.

To establish systems and mechanisms in personal development that are
connected in consonance which would ensure a strong socialization system for the
development of agricultural human resource, this research project has the objectives as
follows:

1) To study the characteristics and skills of agricultural workforces which are
necessary to the country's development of self-dependency, through study from people
who have succeeded in agricultural careers, and who have an experience in
agricultural development.

2) To study systems, mechanisms and the methods employed by
governmental and private sectors in the development of the agricultural workforces by
studying governmental and private documents, and interviewing prominent teachers and
instructors.

3) To prepare a handbook for the development of characteristics and skills in
agricultural workforces of Nan province by application of participatory action research
process. Six groups of sample were as follows: school students under the Office of the
Commission of national Primary Education, vocational certificate students of the
Department of Non-formal Education, advanced vocational diploma students of
Rajamongkhala Institute, groups of agricultural workers, agricultural extension officers of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative, and local mass media.

This research comprised studies in the Nan province areas, divided into 2
phases. The first phase consisted of three subprojects: 1) Study of fundamental data in

economic, social and agricultural products and general characteristics of agricultural



workers in Nan province. 2} Study of systems and mechanisms to develop necessary
characteristics and skills for success in agricultural careers through school systems of
the Office of the Commission of Naticnal Primary Education, Rajamongkhala Institute,
the Department of Nonformal Education, and training workshop of Agriculturat Extension
Units. 3) Study of agricultural workers successful in agricultural occupation. Data
collection is via questionnaires, interviews and documentary research analysis. The
second phase was a learning development process within six groups. They were the
primary school pupils, Rajamongkhala Institute students, vocational certificate students
in the program of the Department of Non-formal Education, agricultural worker groups
and the agricullural extension officers, and a group of mass media. Techniques of
participatory action research was applied to those subjects. The results of this second
phase were a set of five curriculum and curriculum handbooks for the development of
desirable characteristics-and skills.

Research findings consisted of bodies of knowledge integrated with actual facts
of Nan sample groups. The bodies of knowledge at group level of agricultural workers'
group leaders were essential characteristics and skills of successful agricuttural
workers' group leaders and learning process of successful agricultural workers. As well
as personal level body of knowledge comprised learning, “| CAN DO™ model, crucial
characteristics and skills of successful agricultural workers.

Another part of research results was a set of five curriculum and curriculum
handbooks. These documents were implemented and revised to an extent. They were
as follows: 1) A Curriculum to Develop Necessary Characteristics and Skills for Students
in Extended Opportunity School Program. 2) A Curriculum to Develop Necessary
Charactenstics and Skills for Vocational Certificate Students' Agricultural Workers. 3) A
Curriculum to Develop Characteristics and Skills for Agricultural Leaders in Core
Courses and a Specific Course Namely Principles and Fundamental Marketing
Research Methodology Course of Rajamongkhala Institute. 4) A Curriculum of Fruit
Transformation for Developing Characteristics and Skills of Agricultural Worker Groups
and 5) A Curriculum in Developing Local Media Functionaries on Roles to Enhance

Characteristics and Skills of Agricultural Worker Groups.
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Abstract
The Socialization System for Characteristics and Skills Development in Agricultural

Sector Workers: A Case Study of Nan Province in Thailand

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study characteristics and skills
necessary to become successful farmers, 2) to study systems, strategys, and methods
used by government and non-government sector for characteristics and  skills
socialization, and 3) to write a manual for the characteristics and skills development for the
Nan agricultural sectors. The research samples comprised: students of Extended
Elementary Schools, students of Non-format Education Center, students of Rajamongkhala
Institute of Technology, agricultural extension officers of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperative a group of farmers, and the local media peopte.

The project had 2 phases. The first phase had 3 sub-projects. The objectives
were: to learn about the economic, social, and agricultural products of Nan, to understand
the socialization system for man power development in agricultural sectors, and to
understand same aspects of the successful farmers’ group and how the group learned.
The sample in each sub-project was described as followed. The first sub-project sample
was 12 provincial top officers, 20 successful farmers, 4 group leaders, 13 experienced
teacher and trainer, 2 media people, 100 general farmers, and 115 representatives from
successful farmer's groups. The second sub-project sample comprised 10 successful
farmer’s group, 115 representatives from farmer's groups. The last sub-project sample
was 74 teachers, 5 media people, 8 NGO, 115 representatives from farmer's groups, 5
agricultural sector academics, and 2 international business men, and various documents
such as curriculum and history of successful farmers.

The second phase of the research was the development of manual and curriculum
for the ch.aracteristics and skills development in 6 sample groups. The research samples
comprised: students of Extended Elementary Schools, students of Non-formal Education
Center, students of Rajamongkhala Institute of Technology, agricuitural extension officers

of the Ministry of Agricultural, and Coocperative, a group of farmers and the local media

people.



Data collection instrument was structural interview, questionnaires. At the second
phase of research, participatory action research was used. The data collection was
participatory observation, interview, focus group discussion, questionnaires. Data analysis
was content analysis, and basic descriptive statistics computation at both phases.

Findings were grouped into knowledge and new products as the followings. The
knowledge regarding successful farmer group showed that the leader of the group utilized
self-directed learning which composed of: 1) self-voluntary to learn, 2) learning how to
learn, 3) has self resources data,4) self management of change,5) positive thinking, and
self acceptance. The leaders of the successful group also showed some specific
speaking skills:-speaking to motivate and make friend with others, thinking skills:-problem
oriented thinking, creative thinking, knowledge constructing thinking, forth-sighted
thinking, writing skill:-writing to explain clearly to others, and reading skills. The leaders
also had interpersonal skills:- problem solving , decision making, human relation skills.
They also showed 2 most important characteristics : industriousness and honesties. The
last knowledge from farmers’ group was the group learning styles. The group learned from
problems while working, they learned from listening and watching from the success of the
others whose experience was related to theirs. The group diffused new skills and
knowledge by cooperative learning, and experimenting. ‘The process of learning was
gradually. The learning follow up should be frequently. The learning should be on top of
what was known. Lastly local beliefs or culture can be used to motivate group learning.

The knowledge regarding successful farmers was: the | CAN DO process of
characteristics and skilis development which composed of 6 elements:1) interesting,
2) cognition, 3) action, 4) natural conservation, 5) development, 6) outcome . The
successful farmer had 3 core characteristics: 1) characteristics necessary to work,
characteristics necessary for good relationships with others, and characteristics for living
in the changing society. The study also revealed 3 core skills of the successful farmer
general skills, work skills and business management skills.

The products from this research were 5 manvuals and curriculums for
characteristics and skills development. The product was implemented, evaluated, and

improved in some extents.
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