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EFFECTS OF THE READING-WITH-CHILDREN PROGRAM BASED ON THE WHOLE
LANGUAGE APPROACH, ON PRATHOM SUKSA I STUDENTS’ READING ABILITY,

PARENTS’ ATTITUDE AND READING-WITH-CHILDREN BEHAVIOR.
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Apirudee Jitjanekarn. (2011). Effects of The Reading-with-children Program, Based on the Whole
Language Approach, on Prathomsuksa I Students’ Reading Ability, Parents’ Attitude and
Reading-With-Children Behavior. Master thesis, M.S. (Applied Behavioral Science
Research). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Asst.Prof. Dr.Wiladlak Chuawanlee, Asst. Prof. Dr.Chantana

Phakbongkod.

This present study is an experimental research which aims to: 1) determine the effects of
participation and non-participation in the reading-with-children program, based on the Whole
Language Approach, on students’ reading ability, 2) investigate the effects of participation and non-
participation in the reading-with-children program on parents’ attitudes and behaviors of reading with
children, 3) study the effect of parents’ attitudes towards behaviors of reading with children, 4) explore
the interaction effect of program participation and love/reason-based child rearing practice on students’
reading ability, and 5) to explore the interaction effect of program participation and love/reason-based
child rearing practice on parents’ attitudes and behaviors of reading with children

The sample of this research is parents and Prathomsuksa 1 students in 2010 Academic year.
The criteria of the sample are 1) the parents voluntarily participate in the program and 2.) the parents
are literate and able to communicate in Thai language. 40 pairs of parents and students are separated
equally and randomly into experimental and control groups. The number of the respondents is 80 in
total with 35 being female parents, 5 being male parents, 23 being female students and 17 being
male students.

The instruments in this study are classified into two types: 1) the reading-with-children
program, based on the Whole Language Approach, with a set of child stories under the Royal
Language of the Land Project, 2) questionnaire instruments with 6-point rating scale constructed to
assess love/reason-based rearing practice, parents’ attitude and behaviors of reading with children, and
3) verbal reading ability test as well as reading comprehension. Reliability of questionnaire items
ranges between 0.76 and 0.97

The statistics used for data analysis include 1) descriptive statistics, such as mean, and
standard deviation scores of the experimental and control groups calculated prior to and after the
experiment and 2.) multiple regression analysis with analytical coefficients sequence (Sequential

Multiple Regression)



There are 5 major findings in this research as follows:

1. There is no statistically significant difference in terms of verbal reading ability between
the students who take part and do not take part in the reading-with-children program. However, those
participating in the program score higher in reading comprehension.

2. Parents’ attitude and behaviors of reading with children are rated higher among the
program participants than non-participants.

3. The higher the level of parents’ attitudes, The higher the level of reading-with-children
behaviors.

4. There is no significant impact of the program on students’ reading ability in light of
differences in the love/reason-based rearing practice level among parents.

5. The program highly affects parents’ attitude and behaviors of reading with children
among parents with a high level of love/reason-based child rearing practice in comparison with those

having relatively lower score.
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