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This research is a comparative-correlational study with important three objectives :
1) To find the relationship between situational, psychological, psychological-situational
characteristics, and moral work behavior in veterinarians. 2) To identify important predictors
with each and all three aspects of moral work behavior in veterinarians. 3) To find
the at-risk groups of moral work behavior and the antecedents of moral work behavior in
veterinarians.

Three groups of independent variables are based on the Interactionism Model,
Psychological Theory of work and moral behavior. The first group was social situational
condition, consisting of two variables : good models in the work place and perceived social
support from other persons in the work place. The second group was psychological
characteristics, consisting of four variables: need for achievement , future orientation-self
control , moral reasoning and religious life style. The third group was psychological-situational
characteristics, consisting of three variables: favorable attitudes toward moral work
behavior, self-efficacy and stress at work . The dependent variable in this study was divided
into 3 aspects : moral courage, integrity and nondiscrimination. The research utilized
mostly summated rating scales to measure 12 variables. Each instrument had 10-20 items,
reliability between .59 - .93.

The sample in this study consisted of 275 veterinarians from the Department of
Livestock Development in the Ministry of Agriculture. Mostly, sample were male with 57.8%
Age between 24-60 years, with an average 39.98 years. Experience in occupation between
1-35 years, with an average 14.63 years. Mostly, sample were 61.8% with more job interest
and 66.5% with high family economy

Five research hypothesis were offered and tested by performing Three-way
Analysis of Variance with pos hoc mean comparisons in terms of Scheffe’ method.
Standard ,Stepwise and Hierarchical Multiple Regression Analysis. The data were analyzed

in both total sample and subsamples categorized by their biosocial variables.



There are 3 important groups of findings as follows.

First, it was found that the veterinarians with more in the four types of behavior
(moral courage, integrity, nondiscrimination and total moral work behavior) namely, 1) the
veterinarians with more job interest theses results were found in total. 2) ) the veterinarians
with more moral reasoning theses results were found in total, male, high family economy and
job interest group. 3) the veterinarians with more religious life style theses results were
found in total, especially less perceived social support from other persons in the work place
with more job interest. 4) the veterinarians with more need for achievement theses results
were found in total. 5) the veterinarians with more good models in the work place theses
results were found in total especially, high family economy group.

Second, all nine situational and psychological predictors could account for the
variance of the three types of behavior (moral courage, integrity, nondiscrimination) and
total moral work behavior in total and subsamples between 43.0% to 64.0% , 42.5% to
59.4% , 57.5% to 73.8% and 62.1% to 83.5%, respectively. The important predictors of
moral courage behavior were favorable attitudes toward moral work behavior, future
orientation-self control, need for achievement, religious life style, good models in the work
place and perceived social support from other persons in the work place. The important
predictors of integrity behavior were favorable attitudes toward moral work behavior, need
for achievement, self-efficacy and good models in the work place. The important predictors
of nondiscrimination behavior were favorable attitudes toward moral work behavior, need for
achievement, good models in the work place and perceived social support from other
persons in the work place. The important predictors of total moral work behavior were
favorable attitudes toward moral work behavior, need for achievement, future orientation-
self control and good models in the work place. The Standard and Stepwise Multiple
Regression Analysis showed that the common important predictors of the three types of
behavior and total moral work behavior were favorable attitudes toward moral work behavior.

Third, it was found that 1) the at-risk groups of moral courage, integrity,
nondiscrimination and total moral work behavior were the veterinarians with less job
interest. 2) The at-risk groups of moral courage, integrity and total moral work behavior
were the veterinarians with less experience in occupation and less experience in occupation
group with less job interest at the same time. Furthermore, the important psychological
characteristics could developed to defend factor were favorable attitudes toward moral work

behavior, need for achievement and future orientation-self control.



There are recommendation for practice based on the findings from this study. The
important psychological characteristics should be trained : favorable attitudes toward moral
work behavior, need for achievement and future orientation-self control to improve the four
types of behavior for the at-risk group, namely, the veterinarians with less job interest.

There are recommendation for future study. The important aspects for high
amount of moral work behavior were a model to improve activities for other groups of

veterinarians
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