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FRESHMEN - WELCOMING AND CHEERING - SESSION ACTIVITIES : A CASE
STUDY OF STUDENTS AT STATE UNIVERSITY’'S FACULTY OF ENGINEERING

AN ABSTRACT
BY
TANHATHAI SRIDAPHAN

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Master of Science Degree in Applied Behavioral Science Research
at Srinakharinwirot University
October 2007

Tanhathai Sridaphan.(2007). Freshmen - Welcoming and Cheering - Session



Aclivities : a Case Study of Students at State University’s Faculty of
Engineering. Master thesis, M.Sc.(Applied Behavioral Science
Research).Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.Advisor

Committee : Dr.Sadhon Bhookong,Assistant Prof.Dr.Omduean Soadmanee.

This research is conducted to study the generation, development and existence
of freshmen welcoming activities and cheer meeting, the understanding and meaning
of freshmen welcoming activities and cheer meeting and the format, method and
management of suitable freshmen welcoming activities and cheer meeting. The
researcher made deep interviews with 30 samplings from 15 freshmen, 5 sophomores to
junior and senior students, 5 boards of student club and 5 relevant lecturers and also
conducted participating observation and studied from other related documents. The
findings could be summarized as follows:

Freshmen welcoming activities and cheer meeting of Faculty of Engineering of
this University requires the approval from the authority. Moreover, this project must be
organized in a suitable period from June to July and is subject to the situation at that
time, sufficient budget for organizing it, and consideration of custom succession by
holding to SOTUS where, apart from seniority and respect to lecturers, university attire,
ability to sing cheer songs are taken in the consideration so that students could have
unity, acquaintance to one another, patience and public concern.

The organization chart and the duties of relevant parties comprise executives,
lecturer, relevant officers, whose duties are to supervise the activities to be
corresponding to the regulations, student leader group and students performing the
activities such as president of student, board of student club, cheering staffs, psycho
staffs, disciplinary staff, recreation staff, group leading staff, whose duties are to
organize the activities as set. In this project, sophomore students are the main
organizers.

The project is divided into 3 periods: pre-activities, namely, staff recruitment and
selection, request for project approval and drill, activities, namely, first-meeting
activities, insignia ceremony for freshmen, cheer meeting and public benefit practices,

post-activities, namely, traditional running race, gear ratification activities, gear bestowal



and abandonment (repealed in 2005 academic year) and freshmen welcoming to
department

Some activities are repealed such as welcoming booth, gear ratification
ceremony, gear bestowal and abandonment. They are substituted by song teaching to
freshmen. Other cancelled activities are crouching and pushing-up. Punishment is not
fallen on freshmen but on students in upper years instead. Duration of welcoming,
duties of disciplinary staffs and psycho staffs and activities are also reduced.

Existence of the activities comes from activities use as the key mechanism for
enhancing and developing students. Students in upper years maintain SOTUS in the
activities and transfer it generation to generation. This becomes “behavior frame” which
has influence on students. Adjustment of this behavior frame to suite the situation is the
component of the activities existence.

Most freshmen are pros to these activities. They consider them as the acting of
the students in upper years and they can access the source of information. Only a few
students are cons since they considered the bad results. Some dare not to make an
opposition since they do not want to be dissimilated. Most of the students in M 4"
years support these activities. After weighing the advantages and disadvantages, they
see the former are more than the latter. Most lecturers did not give clear comments but
they think that the activities should be supported if they are held by following the
regulations. Anyway, if the activities are held unsuitably or any problem occurs during
the activities, they do not support and would immediately cancel them.

Negative meanings of freshmen welcoming activities and cheer meeting are that
they are the sign of aggression, they curtail right of thinking. Positive meaning of these
activities is that they succeed the tradition of seniority and respect.

Freshmen who join the activities at each time and a few students in 24" year
agree that former format of activities could create impression and pride among students
and student power. The researcher also found that most students and lecturers
considered a new format is more suitable such as vocational and academic activities,
students can know one another in person without conditions. Activities such as walk
rally, public benefit practice, discipline teachings should be included. Moreover,

evaluation should be conducted for each project, cooperation from every relevant party



should be supported. Students in upper years should be good examples for younger
students. Other suggestions are the cultivation of public-concerned mind, the
organization of activity leader training, conflict avoidance, cancellation of disciplinary
staffs and psycho staff, suitable duration, budget and place, more communication

channels.
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