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This research study aimed at investigating the antecedents of ethical work
behavior of government treasurers officers. There were two research objectives. First, to
find the relationship between situational, psychological, psychological-situational
characteristics, and ethical work behavior of government treasurers. Second. to identify
important predictors with each and all three aspects of ethical work behavior of government
treasurers.

Interactionism Model was used as a conceptual framework in this study. Most
variables of this study were from several important theories, such as, The Psychological
Theory of Work and Moral Behavior.

The sample in this study consisted of 372 government treasurers officers from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, and Ministry of Interior.

This correlational-comparative study had three group of independent variables.
The first group was situational factors, consisting of 3 variables , namely, supervisory social
support, work role model and tempting situation. The second group of variables was
psychological traits, consisting of 5 variables , namely, need for achievement, future
orientation and self control, moral reasoning ability, religious way of living and materialism.
The third group of variables was psychological states, consisting of 2 variables , namely,
favorable attitudes toward ethical work behavior and belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement relating of ethical work behavior. The group of dependent variables were
organizational citizenship behavior and three creative values, namely, three creative values
were, moral courage, integrity, and transparency.

The research utilized mostly summated rating scales to measure 15 variables. For
assessing these variables the tests were constructed to posses high quality items, with

reliability of these tests with alpha coefficients of .64 to .96



Four research hypotheses were offered and tested by performing Two-way
Analysis of Variance with pos hoc mean comparisons in terms of Scheffe’ method, Stepwise
Multiple Regression Analysis. The data were analyzed in both total sample and subsamples
categorized by their biosocial variables.

There are 3 important groups of findings as follows.

First, regarding psychological characteristics, it was found that the government
treasurers officers with higher need for achievement or higher favorable attitudes toward
ethical work behavior more revealed three creative values, moral courage, integrity,
transparency and more organizational citizenship behavior than their opposites. These
results were more evident in both total sample and subsamples categorized by their
biosocial variables. Moreover, the government treasurers officers in higher moral reasoning
ability more courage behavior and more organizational citizenship behavior than their
opposites. These results were more evident in both total sample and subsamples
categorized by their biosocial variables.

Regarding situation factors, it was found that the government treasurers officers
with higher work role model revealed more three creative values and more organizational
citizenship behavior than their opposites. These results were evident in both total sample
and subsamples categorized by their biosocial variables. Moreover, the government
treasurers officers with higher supervisory social support expressed more transparency
behavior than their opposites. These results were especially found in old government
treasurers officers and high perceived family economy. Furthermore, the government
treasurers officers in higher tempting situation showed more courage behavior and
organizational citizenship behavior than their opposites. These results were evident in both
total sample and subsamples categorized by their biosocial variables. The government
treasurers officers in higher tempting situation revealed more integrity behavior and
transparency behavior than their opposites. These results were found especially in the
group of low perceived family economy.

Second, all ten situational and psychological predictors could account for the
variance of the four types of behavior in total sample with 37.5%, 40.7%, 29.9% and 56%,
respectively. The important predictors of moral courage behavior were favorable attitudes
toward ethical work behavior, tempting situation, moral reasoning ability, future orientation
and self control and supervisory social support. The important predictors of integrity
behavior were favorable attitudes toward ethical work behavior, future orientation and self

control, tempting situation, materialism and moral reasoning ability. The important predictors



of transparency behavior were favorable attitudes toward ethical work behavior and work
role model. The important predictors of organizational citizenship behavior were favorable
attitudes toward ethical work behavior, future orientation and self control, need for
achievement and supervisory social support. The Stepwise Multiple Regression Analyses
showed that the common important predictors of the four types of behavior were favorable
attitudes toward ethical work behavior.

Third, it was found that the at-risk groups of moral courage behavior were the
treasurers with low perceived family economy and low common level. The at-risk groups of
integrity behavior were those with low perceived family economy. The at-risk groups of
transparency behavior were those with older age, low perceived family economy and low
common level, and with more experience. Furthermore, old with low perceived family
economy and low common level and more experience was found to be the at-risk group of
organizational citizenship behavior. The at-risk groups of favorable attitudes toward ethical
work behavior were those with low perceived family economy.

There are two recommendations for practice based on the findings from this study.
First, to improve the four types of behavior the above at-risk group. Favorable attitudes
toward ethical work behavior should be urgently increased. Furthermore, three important
psychological characteristics should be trained : future orientation and self control, moral
reasoning ability and need for achievement.

There are two recommendations for future study First, more research study should
be carried out, especially on the 3 groups of the government treasurers officers, namely,
(1) younger ones with less than 43 years old (2) high common level and
(3) high work experience of more than 17 years. Since, it was found that many of the 10
independent variables used in this study were not strongly related to the three creative
value, moral courage, integrity, transparency, and organizational citizenship behavior, thus
other types of independent variables should be investigated. Second, based on the findings
of this study, experimental study to evaluate training module should be done before widely

apply to general government treasurers officers.
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. .. . . e NFA Reliability
891 fauils Touuusa TR AN e i Item-total (Alpha
NARD 15954 AU t-ratio
Correlation  Coefficient)

wwniaRaiedn

wh@Ansrumavhnunanadeiiata s anEueMIUGUANUUaIT NG 59 50 175 - 300 3.19-9.97 19 - 59 91
1 1.1 wo@nIsumuARounsdwrgay 14 10 27 - 60 9.10 — 11.92 39 - .54 79
2 1.2 wqﬁnssummﬁﬁsu%aﬁm‘q 10 10 33 - 60 6.62 — 9.87 16 - 44 65
3 1.3 wpdanssuauaRoullselas 13 10 31-60 6.28 — 11.24 21 - .41 64
4 1.4 wqanssumnﬂuam%ﬂﬁaﬂuaaaaﬁmi 22 20 70 - 120 6.80 — 10.53 24 - 59 85
5 NABARAaNYANTINNIIUNTNNTBE9TaS I mwiﬁnmaaiTwwnTﬂumsﬁwm 64 48 164 - 282 1.05 - 11.59 18 - 57 .89
6 amumirﬁfj’wﬂumsﬁwm oMbl Irinam 20 15 35- 85 414 -10.29 16 - .50 75

wuniafinanInnuasean
7 AQWALTNTILTIIN 7 7 46 - 84 6.46 — 12.42 32- .57 .82
8 ngd’lalﬂﬁqu'ﬁr FAmsinnu 10 10 26 - 60 9.43 — 14.16 38-.63 82
9 ANHIALIIDINAANILANA anunisluiia 27 20 68 - 120 5.85 — 11.56 23 - .59 .85
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