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Thiraporn Supasirivut. (2005). Psychological, Environmental, and Bio-social Factors Related
to Caring Behavior for Elderly Parents. Master thesis,M.5c. (Applied Behaviorat
Science Research). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirat University. Advisor

Committee : Dr.Pannee Boonprakob , Dr. Wiladlak Chuawanlee

The purposes of this study were : (1) to study the relationship between psychological
and environmental factors with caring behavior for elderly parents |, (2) to predict caring
pehavior for elderly parents from psychelogical and environmental factors, (3} to compare
caring behavior for elderly parents of participants with different bioc-social background and

(4) to investigate interactive effects of psychological and environmental on caring behavior

for elderly parents.

The sample consisted of 280 male and female teachers, aged 30-50 years old from
large schools under the Office of the Private Education Commission in Bangkok living with
father and/cr mother aged 60 vyears old or older. The sample was selected by random

sampling from districts and then selected teachers whese characteristics reiated to the

criteria.

The instruments used were questionnaires consisted of caring behavior far elderly
parents value on gratefulness \modeling of parents, ,modeiing of media and perceived self-
efficacy in caring behavior for elderly parents. The data were analyzed by applying Pearson
product-moment correlation, multiple regression |, i-test, one-way anatysis of variance and
two-way analysis of variance.

The prominent results werg as follows :

1. Peroaived self-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly parents, value on
gratefulness ,modeling of parents, and modeling of media were positively correlated to
caring behavior for elderly parents at the significance ‘evel of .01,

2. Perceived self-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly parents was the mast
important predictor that could gredict caring behavier for eiderly parents for whole grougp,
followea by value on gratefulness ,modeling of parents, and modeling of media. They

altogether predicted 36.4% of the variance of caring behavior.



3. Male and female children had significant difference in caring behavior for
eiderly parents. It was found that female children had higher caring behavior for elderly
parents than male, Child with different level of education and income, were not different in
caring behavior for elderly parents.

4. There were interactions between psychological variables and environmenta!
variables. It was found that value on gratefulness interacted with model of media in the
whole group and the female group. The resulls were as follow 1) Children who received low
model from media and had low value on gratefulness had lower caring behavior for elderly
parents than children who received low model fram media but had high value on gratefulness
at the significance leve! of .01 2} Children who received high model from media and had
high value on gratefutness had higher caring behavior for elderly parents than children who
received high model from media but had fow value on gratefuiness at the significance levet
of .01 3) Children who had low value on gratefulness and received low model from media
had lower caring behavior for eiderly parents than children who had low value on
gratefulness but received high model from media at the significance level of .01 4} Children
who had high value on gratefulness and received high model from media had higher caring
behavior for elderly parents than children who had high value on gratefulness but received
low model from media at the significance level of .01.

Besides, there were interactions between perceived self-efficacy in canng
behavior for elderly parents and model of parents in the whole group. There were results as
follow 1) Children who received low model from parents and had low perceived self-efficacy
in caring behavior for elderly parents had lower caring behavior for elderly parents than
children who received low model from parents but had high perceived self-efficacy in
caring behavior for eiderly parents at the significance level of .01 2} Chiidren who receved
high model from parents and had high perceived seif-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly
parenis had higher caring behavior for elderly parents than children who received high
model from parents but had low perceived self-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly garents
at the significance level of .01 3) Children who had low perceived self-efficacy in caring
behavior for elderly parents and received low model from had lower caring behavior for

elderly parents than children wha had low perceived selff-efficacy m caring behavior for



elderly parents but received high model from parents at the significance level of .01 4)
Children who had high perceived self-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly parents and
received high model from parents had higher caring behavior for elderly parents than
chitdren whno had high perceived self-efficacy in caring behavior for elderly parents but
received low model from parents at the significance level of .01.

Furthermore, the research findings revealed that male and female children who
had high value on gratefulness, perceived self-efficacy, modeling of parents ,and modeiing

of media expressed caring behavior higher than the lower groups.
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