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AN EFFECT OF THE PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATION PROCESS ON MATHEMATICS

" ATTITUDE OF THE SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

AN ABSTRACT
BY

PHANUSA  ANANPINITWATAN:

A Presented in partial fufillment of the requirements for the master
of Science degree in Applied Behavieral Scicence Research

+

at Srinakharinwiror Universi

i

March 1974



This research had two objectives : 1) to compare mathematics
attitude of students as to sex mathematics anxiety, and the persuasive
communication process and 2) to comparce the mathematics attitude of
students who joined the persuasive communication process with the
attitude of those who did not joined the process.

The sample consisted of 60 male and 60 females secondary school
students at Tapanhin School in Pichit province. These students had low
teve! of mathematics attitude. All subjects were assigned randomly to
cither experimental group or control group. Each group of students
conmisted of 10 males  and 10 Temales with high level of mathematics
anyiety, 10 males and 10 Temales with medium level of mathematics anxiety,
and 10 wales and 10 Temales with low ievel of mathematics anxiely. The
experimental group received the persuasive comunication process while
the control gyoup was allowed to study in the school library.

Three-way analvsis of varianée were used to aﬁélyze the data.

The results were as follows :

There was no interaction between sex, levels of mathematics
anxiety (high, medium, and low) ,and the persuasive communication
process in students @ttitude.

However, when the sample was classified into two groups - high
and  low level of mathematics anxiety, i? was found that students with
high anxiety who participated in the persuasive communication process
shovwed Thigher mathematics atiitude, especially in eguation content.

than those with iow anxiely.



Moreover, for the students who joined the persuasive
communication process, female students with high anxiety expressed
1

higher mathematics atititude, especiailly in number and numerical

content, than these with low anxiety.
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