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The main purpose of this experiménﬁ was to study the effect of
persuasive messages based on Kohlberg moral reasoning theory on attitude
change. In addition there were othei independent variables,; namely
familiarity with the persuasive mossages g sox and rigidity. Aftér.the
subjects had read the high moral reasoning messagep or low moral‘reae\
soning messages or control messages , the attitudees and moral reasoning-
ability of subjects were then asscssed.

The sample consisted of 120 subjects of which 60 wefe maies and
60 were fcmales; They were sccondary school stu&ents at Huqthapgnwittaw‘
yakon school in Ubonratchathance province, Thesc students were third
stage users of moral rcasoning. All subjects were assigned randomly to
eilther one of the two experimental groups or a control gfoup. Bach- group
of students consisted of 10 males and 10 fomales of highly rigid persona-
1ity , 10 males and 10 fewmales of low rigid personali{y with the dotal .
of 40 students. The first and the secon@'oxperiméﬁ{al groups read high
leveled and low levelced moral reasoning ﬁcssagés. 

Both of the high and low messages werce on the same four issues. ;

: " ]
two of which were highly familiar topics (issucs on teacher and

t 11

i 1" ! )
nake' ) and two less familiar ones (issucs on buying Thai goods and-

0

" : . .o . ‘
touring foreign countriocs ) , while thc control group rocad controlled

uwcssages, Thon the attitudes tomards the 4 issusc werc asscssed hy twe



different attitude tosts, The Osgoodd nethod and the Likert’s method
were used to measure the affective componcent and the behavior intention

component respectively. , :

There were five important findings.

1

Pirst; the moin effect of the persuasive messages was found on

attitudes, The subjects who read the high and low moral reasoning ncssages

b&
hed significontly higher atititule scores on the 4 storics than the subjecte

the control mcssare. When the attitude towards individual

Lo

who read

issue was cxamined it was found that the affective conponent of attitude

i1 "
towards tcacher varicd according to the levels of the messzges rcceived,

n other words, the students who received high level message werc ::more

favorable vowards teoccheir the

1 thé control subjects, These findings
clearly supported the major hypotheszis of this study. On the other hand,
the behavior intention compoanent of attiitude towards teacher did not
differ among the three grouns of subjects. The results on 3 other issues

were the same as that of 2llissucs combined.

Secondly; when attitude scorecs were analyzed according to the nore
and less familiar stories. . The two types of contents yielded difierent
results only when the affective couponent of attituds was znalyzed. In

nore dctail , the low leveled recders showed more Ffavorable attitudes

towards ths issues than the contrecl groups only when the-less familier *



issues wore usod , otherwisc, the kigh and low nessage groups Were

cqually Tavoradblc,

Thirdlys; when exenincd the main effect of sex § mals ond fenble

studente shoved no difference on the two typess of ecititude. Turthermors

X

there wazs no interaction betweer sex ond persucsive messagcse

o

Vhen divided nole and Tentle studentc on conprehension scores of

persunsive nmessoges in the low—-conprehension group 4 male siudents showed
significantly higher affcetive componentef attitude than fencle students,
1 the high-comprchension group ; Yennle students showed signi antly

higher behavior intention towaris buying Thai goods then ncle siudents.

"

\
\

Fourtihly; Thore was no difference in hoth compoaenic of attitude
of the high ond low rigidity subjectis. There was 2lszo no intcraction

betwrenrigidity and levels of norcl recsoning resscges.

Finallyy The results showeld thot the group of students who Lad

~
|

read the nessages pertoining to diferent levels of noral recsoning ,

were not different in moral reasoning ability after readings the nessages,

This experiment showed thot the persuacive nesscoges with high
level of moral reasoning could greats
. , , il 5 f . . .
cpecially or the story of "teachser o, inong the students who highly

conprehened the persvocive messoges , the female students showed greater

change in behavicr intention then male students ¢ ©specially on stoxry of



toying Thel goode. Thus thore was o story implication that this type.

of persuasive bocPniquc could lead female students to change

[s5]

their Tehavior as wells
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